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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 6565 
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TAGS: PINS PINT CH 

SUBJECT: FEI I MIN SAYS CHINA S PROVINCIAL TROUBLES WERE IN THE PAST 

REF: HONG KONG 6531 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH CONGENOFFS JUNE 1 1, FEI I MIN, EDITOR 

OF THE PRC-OWNED TA KUNG PAO, ACKNOWLEDGED THE SERIOUSNESS 
OF LAST YEAR'S POLITICAL DISTURBANCES IN CHINA. OBVIOUSLY 
LOOKING TO PROPAGANDIZE THE SUCCESS OF PEKING'S DRIVE THIS 
YEAR FOR UNITY AND STABILITY, FEI RECOUNTED HIS RECENT RAVELS 
IN CHINA AND DECLARED THAT THINGS WERE "MUCH QUIETER, MUCH 
QUIETER THAN LAST YEAR.' 1 VOLUNTEERING THE QUALIFICATION 
THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK FOR THE SITUATION THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY, FEI SAID HE HAD SEEN FEW SIGNS OF UNREST DURING THE 
JOURNALISTS' TOUR WHICH HE LED. 

2. COMMENTING THAT HE PARTICULARLY LOOKED FOR SIGNS OF 
TROUBLE IN YUNNAN WHERE, AS HE SAID, THERE HAD BEEN NUMEROUS 
"STORIES" OF PROBLEMS, HE WAS PLEASED TO REPORT NO EVIDENCE 
OF THE OLD CAMPAIGNING. HOWEVER, CONFIRMING THAT THESE WERE 
MORE THAN JUST "STORIES" LAST YEAR, FEI DID NOTE THAT " ONE OF 
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BE AN ANACHRONISTIC REFERENCE TO THE ASSASSINATION OF FORMER 
YUNNAN BOSS TAN FU-JEN IN 1970). SIMILARLY, IN PORTRAYING 
TIENTSIN'S PRESENT SITUATION, HE DESCRIBED THE CITY AS ONE 
WHICH HAD BEEN "VERY TROUBLED LAST YEAR." FEI ALSO REMARKED 
THAT THE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN BOTH SIAN AND SHENYANG NOW WAS 
NORMAL. 

3. COMMENT: FOR THE RECORD, LASTYEAR FEI STOUTLY INSISTED 
NOTHING WAS GOING ON IN CHINA AND SCOFFED AT REPORTS OF UNREST. 
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